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THEY CAME BACK  . . . more than 40 old classmates from Ireland, 
Dubai, Britain and from many parts of South Africa, ten years after 
they matriculated. And how the Class of 1999 celebrated!  
   Said convener Nick Eyre, one of the stars of that highly-successful 
’99 rugby team: “We’ve had the most amazing time with guys who 
matriculated in 1999 and 1979. It’s been a great weekend.” 

He was speaking on a FNB Classic Clashes TV broadcast of the 
Dale-Queen’s Reunion match, which Dale lost its dying minutes.  

1999 was one of the golden years of Dale rugby. The First XV lost 
one match out of 21 - and this by one point. They scored 558 points,  
conceded only 156 and beat old rivals Queen’s and Selborne twice. 

Some members of that team were back this year: Like . . .  
* Loose forward James Winstanley, from Ireland, where he is coach-
ing after playing there and in England.  (See story on this page.) 
* Captain and hooker Jason Hosty, from the Channel Islands.  
* Scrumhalf Nicholas Eyre of Johannesburg, who has retired from 
provincial rugby after playing for the Golden Lions and the Bulls.  
* Flyhalf Adam Robertson of East London, who scored 144 points in 
the 1999 season and now coaches youngsters at Selborne Primary.   
* Flank forward Donovan Proudfoot of Cape Town.   
* Wing Wesley Bahlmann,  who farms near Kei Road.  
* Hooker Glyn Ogden of Umhlanga Rocks, Kwa-Zulu Natal.  
* Fullback Vuyisile (Veeg) Mbula. 
* Centre Chumani Booi, who has 
since played for the Border Bulldogs 
and Western Province.  
   Second-team lock and first-team 
waterpolo player Jeffrey Sandow 
came from England to join his ma-
tric classmates. 
  But it was far more than a reunion 
of rugby stars.  

It was a nostalgic get-together, 
across cultural boundaries, of old 
friends, some who had not seen each 
other for ten years.  

It was a time to catch up on memo-
ries of great years at a great school.  

Roll on 2011, when Dale celebrates 
its 150th anniversary!  
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I WAITED nine years for this Reunion. 
Every year the expectation grew and by 
this January there was a frenzy among us 
for the event. The introduction of these 
social network websites couldn’t have 
come at a better time. 

It enabled us to start living the memo-
ries long before we met in Reunion week. 
With all the hype and anticipation there 
was a real fear that it wouldn’t live up to 
expectations. 

But this was a special year and it defi-

nitely lived up to it. I was really emo-
tional walking away from it because I 
had just relived one of my favourite 
years of my life! 

It’s very hard to name highlights of 
the weekend because it was all good. 
However, I loved the first team game! 
Watching the warm-up sent shivers 
down my spine!  
I loved the singing of traditional 

To Page 13 
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s c h o o l  a n d  X h o s a  s o n g s                                                           
during the game. I believe we were the first year to em-
brace them. 

I had this fear before the weekend that it would race by, but 
time stood still during the game. It lasted for three hours in my 
mind and it reassured me why my memories are so special. 

I found the Dalian pupils well-mannered and thought the staff 
did an excellent job. 
   During  Reunion week we hired a barge for a booze cruise 
down Nahoon River. 
   I’d love to be back for the 150th in 2011. Hopefully, with 
some luck, I’ll be there.  
* While at Dale, James played first team rugby for two 
years. In 1998 he took part in the victorious tour of Kokstad 
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and St John’s, Johannesburg, and received a team award. 
In 1999 he was awarded colours, took part in the Cape Schools 

Week and played for Border Schools in Craven Week.  
After playing professionally for Northampton Saints Under 21s  

and the Border Bulldogs at senior level, James moved to Ireland 
to play club rugby there. 

“I brought my fiancée Shanna over, we married and have a 
daughter Lilly Mai, who is three,” James told Trans Dale Extra. 
He had to retire from playing rugby due to injury and now 
coaches rugby as a living.  He intends to go fully professional.  

“I am IRB Level 2 accredited and am head coach at St An-
drew’s College, Dublin, and also involved with John Robbie’s old 
club, Greystones, which plays in the national second division.”   

STUART LUSTGARTEN  is 
in a civil engineering contract-
ing business in East London, 
including sand-quarrying and 
logistics. He lives on a farm 
near Kidd’s Beach. 

Commenting on today’s 
Dale and Dalians at Reunion, 
Stuart said:  

It was impressive to see that 
the Dalians still had enormous 
pride for the school. This is no 
small feat as most pupils today 
have no respect for their insti-
tution, let alone themselves. 

The boys’ manners were 
outstanding. 

I think Dale should market 
the school as a pioneer in 
transformation as it’s still pro-
ducing a high-calibre product. 

Ask the coach  who had to 
buy five of Dale’s players to 
give his rugby side "a set of 
balls." 

I think Dale should privatise 
as schools these days are busi-
nesses and should be run like 
a business.  Dale could offer 
an affordable private option. 

It was so good to see old 
mates again. One thing about 
Dale is that nothing but the 
bitter truth was good enough, 
so the chirps were flying in 
above the belt and below no 
bars were held.  

1999 was like one those 
movies when the happy end-
ings and memories  bring a 
tear to one’s eye. It was a year 
when young men of all 

races unified and worked together and 
fought for each other, because we had 
pride and respect for each other. 

The first-team rugby captain respected 
the dux scholar and vice-versa. It was 
just that simple mutual respect and be-
lieving in something greater than the 
sum of individuals. 

"United we  stand, divided we fall." 
(-�%�='"9"�$�'	�"$�	��
GLYN OGDEN, who won 13 caps for 
Dale’s First XV as a hooker, went on 
tour to France with the team in Decem-
ber 1998. He played for the team during 
1999 and  for seconds after captain Jason 
Hosty moved from flank to hooker. 

Glyn now lives in Umhlanga Rocks, 
Kwa-Zulu Natal, and works in Ballito as 
an industrial designer.  He designs scuba 
diving equipment and dives himself. 

Of his class return to Reunion, he said: 
“We had an absolute ball.” 

There was a very good turn-out from 
his classmates – more than 40 with some 
arriving later on the Friday and Saturday. 

Glyn was impressed by the manners of pre-
sent Dalians who greeted them while walking 
to the Assembly.  

What also impressed him was how today’s 
Dalians had taken Dale’s culture and traditions 
and adapted them to make them their own with 
their songs and drums. 

“I think that’s great, ” he said.  
���	(�-�	��)����	����(�*	
ATHI-HO MLANJANA is working as an IT 
business intelligence consultant in Johannesburg. 
After matriculating he graduated BSc Computer 
Science and BSc Honours in applied mathematics 
at UPE.  He told TransDale Extra:   
REUNION was great! Since matriculating I 
haven’t had the chance to attend other Reun-
ions so it was really good going back to Dale 
after ten years. 

A lot of the guys haven’t changed a bit 
(maybe some  have gained a few kilos). About 
half of the ’99 class attended the Friday As-
sembly. The rest pitched up on the Friday af-
ternoon and Saturday. 

We walked around the school looking at pic-
tures of ourselves taken donkey 

 From Page 12 
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years ago! It was good to see 
the school had still upheld many of its tradi-
tions. 

I couldn’t believe Mr (Butch) Wiggett was 
still superintendent of College House (my 
hostel back then.) In 1995 I was one of the 
first-ever “new boys” at  College House. 

We spent some time walking aimlessly 
around King like we used to. We forgot to go 
to Squirrels and have some of those famous 
“slap chips!” The weekend was one big party 
- some of the boys had started on the Monday. 

I'm definitely planning on coming to the 
150th celebration Reunion – I can’t wait. 
���-������-�"��  
DONOVAN PROUDFOOT of Cape Town 
works in the construction business there after 
studying at the Cape Technikon 
 ?��#	�@���'	�� �
WESLEY BAHLMANN is farming and run-
ning a trading store near Kei Road. He is the 
fifth generation Bahlmann in that role, the last 
being his father Kelvin, Old Dalian national 
president in 1999, who now lives in Cintsa 
and was back at Reunion 40 years after leav-
ing Dale   

Wesley went on an exchange scheme visit 
to Britain with Adam Robertson after matricu-
lating. They went to Warwickshire College in 
Birmingham and played Under 19 rugby 
against other colleges and also for Banbury 
men’s club. They were both chosen for the 
British College’s team which toured South 
Africa, playing development sides here.  

After returning Wesley played for Natal 
Under 21s in 2001, but gave up rugby to farm. 

He said it had been great catching up at 

Reunion with old friends. 
“We had a lovely brother-
hood between black and 
white guys at school.” 
ADAM ROBERTSON is 
coaching the Under 10 and 
13A teams at Selborne Pri-
mary and “enjoying it,” he 
says. “I spent two years 

with the Junior Sharks playing Natal Under 
21 rugby, but tore my ACL (anterior crucial 
ligaments) which put me out for a year.”  

He then joined the Border Bulldogs for a 
couple seasons.  At Selborne he also runs a 
rugby academy for Grade 1 and 2 boys at 
schools called the Little Legends and in the 
summer has a waterpolo academy for seven 
to 13-year-olds.  

Of this year’s Reunion, Adam commented: 
“It was an incredible experience which I 
thoroughly enjoyed. I saw faces I had not 
seen and caught up with friends I have not 
spoken to in years. 

“The ’99 Class made a big effort to get 
here. It wouldn’t have been the same without 
the likes of Jason Hosty and James Win-
stanley coming from the UK. Nick (Eyre) 
made a big effort to put it all together. 

“The Class of ’89 also made it a great a 
weekend for all of us. It felt like nothing had 
changed and many songs and war cries were 
sung, just like back in 1999, which was such 
a great year. 

“Reunion 2009 was a great success and 
will stay with me for a long time”  
?��#�
�$���'���������
JEFFREY SANDOW, who came from 
Cheshire, England, to attend Reunion,  is a 
personal trainer for a gym in Manchester and 
a masseuse; He is also a scuba dive master.  

JAMES HOSTY, 1999 First XV captain 
and hooker, who made the trip from Jersey, 
in the Channel Islands, manages and organ-
ises boxing  there.  

1999 was a great year for Dale College. Headmaster Mike Eddy 
recalled some of the highlights when he welcomed returning ma-
trics at the 2009 Reunion. 
* Gareth Krause, now playing rugby as a professional in Italy, 
was headboy and Charles Mlonyeni was his deputy. Rowan Cross 
was dux scholar. He has been playing for years for Griquas. 
* Nicholas Eyre was the best all-round scholar-sportsman. 
* The first rugby team won 20 out of 21 matches it played. It lost 
the one game to Parktown Boys’ High by one point.  Gareth 
Krause, Nicholas Eyre, Lonwabo Mtimka, Vuyisele Mbula, 
Kaunda Ntunja and Adam Robertson were awarded honours.     
   Nine players took part in Craven Week and Mtimka and 
Kaunda played for the SA Schools Under 18 team. Dale won the 
Reunion match against Selborne  17- nil.  
* The first hockey team, captained by Kofi Armparbeng with 
Warren Kopke as vice-captain,   toured England and Wales. Both 
played for the Border Under 18 team. 
* Donovan Lentz captained the first cricket XI, Jason Hosty the 
rugby and  polo team and Sydney Luzipho the basketball team. 
Bradley Birkholz was the Victor Ludorum. 
* Sazi Tisani came seventh in the world schools debating champi-
onships in England where 32 countries took part.  
 * Kofi Amparbeng, Rowan Cross, Lonwabo Maqubela and 

Amith Kesave were awarded academic honours.   
* Anathi Ngcakani won honours for music and Sydney 
Luzipho for basketball. 
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GREY-HAIRED veterans of the Class 
of 1959 returned to Dale College for 
this year’s Reunion, 50 years since they 
matriculated – and were pleased by 
what they saw.  

Keith Mackie has been to eight Reun-
ions since he left Dale. But he says this 
year’s was by far the merriest and better 
run - even better than in 1999 when 
class members returned for their 40th 
matric anniversary.  

“It was great catching up with old 
chums,” Keith told TransDale Extra. 
Apart from Gavin Busse and Denzyl 
Kretzmann, who attended ten years ago, 
and Colin Sparg, he had seen none of 
them since leaving Dale. Colin was 
bestman at Keith’s wedding in Alice 43 
years ago and he had not seen him for 
30 years.  

“Leader of the pack,” Dale sporting 
legend Gavin Busse, recovering at his 
East London home from a back opera-
tion, said his Reunion highlight had 
been the great respect shown by the 
Dalians and the school discipline.  

He has been back to Reunions about a 
dozen times, including his 40th matric 
anniversary in 1999, and enjoyed this 
one, but  regrettably had to miss the 
rugby on the Saturday as he and his 
wife were moving house. 

“We spent Thursday evening at 
Joubert House as guests of Mr. Mike 
Eddy (the headmaster) for drinks and 
fellowship. Mr Eddy gave a very infor-
mative talk, reflecting on Dale, Old 
Dalians and the great strides being made 
by the school. 

“We then went to a most enjoyable 
cocktail party (at Dale Junior) and met 
up with many Old Dalians. On Friday 
we attended the Memorial Service and 
then gathered for lunch and reminisced 
about years gone by.”  

Gavin said he was sure those of his 
class able to attend would be at Dale 
150th birthday celebrations in 2011. 

Keith Mackie, who brought his wife 
Helen to Reunion, feels that switching 
the Memorial Service from Sunday to 
Friday was a brilliant move. “There was 
a far better atmosphere,” he says.  

He feels, however, that the poorly-
attended presidential induction was held 
too early on the Friday evening before 
celebrations got going and agrees with 
the suggestion that it be included in the 
Friday Assembly programme. 

“A lot of younger Old Dalians whose 
fathers I know approached me,” said 

*�7
(
������������?��#��	��5�� 	��:���#������'��"��  "�	�
��	��	
��	�;"��B�	�;=
#���
���#	�����9	��$	>��!����	��(���&�
�7	�	������� .
� "�	�����"����
���#	��
��9	���$	
����"��(!��$
�)&����8-B	�;"	���'����%��'�B 	�
���9"��:���	
�
B	"���8�-."	���'��"���������.��� � ���� .	������� 	�!�"#��	�$%
�!
&	

���� �����
	
�� �����
	
�� �����
	
�� �����
	
�� ����
�	����
�	����
�	����
�	����
 ����
�


�
���


�
���


�
���


�
�� ��������

Keith, who was deputy mayor of East 
London during his business career 
there. 

Dr Colin Sparg said the Reunion 
was well-formatted. “I have no grum-
bles about not having a dance on Satur-
day evening.  

“It was enjoyable to meet fellow ma-
triculants, most of whom I had not seen 
in 50 years.  

“All were instantly recognisable 
which is somewhat surprising. The 
only pity was that there were not more 
present.  

“The school buildings, grounds and 
sports facilities are very neat and well-

maintained. The present Dalians were 
polite and well-groomed,  a credit to 
themselves and their teachers. 

“I feel, however, that they miss out 
on the unique experience of being part 
of a huge boarding school with only 
two hostels compared to our six with 
over 500 boarders. This must change 
the character of the school.” 

Ken Stonestreet, who brought his 
wife Melodene, said he was disap-
pointed that few classmates of the 54 
who wrote matric in 1959 were pre-
sent. “I know we live in a changing 
world and a great deal happens in half 
a century, but I was optimistically 
expecting a far better turnout than 
what materialised. 

“Nevertheless we had a great week-
end and thoroughly enjoyed our time 
together with my classmates and other 
old Dalians.  

“It was pleasant to drive around the 
town and visit some of the places 
which meant so much to me all those 
years ago. Places such as Diocesan 
Hostel, which is now a police institu-
tion, but thankfully the main historic 
building remains intact. 

“The beautiful Holy Trinity Church 
and the King Museum, as well as the 
old swimming pool, where I spent 
many long hours training, brought 
back nostalgic memories. 

“Physically the school, both primary 
and high school, and the sports fields, 
look in very good condition. But 
Joubert House and the swimming pool 
seemed a bit bedraggled. God willing, 
I hope to attend the 150th birthday 
celebrations.” 

��#	����9	���$	���'��
�"��!����	��(���&���

To Page 16  



���������	�
����
����	����������C�

 

 

���������	
���� 																								��������������������������������������	����	
������	  

Owen Bahlmann and 
his wife Estelle came to Reunion 
regularly for about 12 years while 
their sons, Leigh (matric1988), Brett 
(1990) and Mark (1992) were at Dale. 

Since then they have been back 
twice, before this year They found 
Reunion different, missed the Sunday 
Memorial Service but agreed that 
switching it to Friday was a good 
idea. “I was most impressed with the 
proceedings,” said Owen. 
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From Page 15  “The tone and the standard was 

high. I thank God that I was around 
to experience it all.”   

Like several of his ex-colleagues 
Owen was disappointed by the class 
turnout but realised there were vari-
ous reasons for this.  

* Other 1959ers at Reunion were 
Ken McKenzie of Hibberdene, 
KwaZulu-Natal, with his wife 
Lynne, James Duvenhage of Dur-
ban, with his partner Sharyn, and 

Denzil Kretzmann of East London. 
They were joined by John Richards 

(Class of 1960) from the Western Cape, 
with his wife Kathy, and Hilton Clark 
of Benoni with his wife Venett. Hilton 
left Dale in 1957.  

* Two other ’59 classmates, Evan 
Dilley, a former college prefect and 
first-team cricketer, and Raymond 
Pook, came from East London for the 
rugby on the Saturday.   
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AVIN BUSSE of East London retired as regional man-
ager of Adcock Ingram Eastern Cape in 2006 after 37 
years. He and his wife Elsbeth have three daughters, in 
Durban, Johannesburg and East London. They have six 
grandchildren. The former rugby and cricket star is now a 
keen bowler.  

Gavin became Dale’s most capped first team rugby 
player at the end of the 1959 season. He represented Bor-
der Schools for a record four seasons and captained the 
schools’ provincial side for two seasons. This is also be-
lieved to be a record. 

He also has been the only schoolboy in Dale College 
history to captain both the Border Schools cricket and 
rugby sides in the same year.  

This is still considered unique on the Border. He also 
became only the fifth Dalian to be headboy of the college 
and captain of both the Dale cricket and rugby first teams 
in the same year. A truly gifted and modest sportsman. 

A lock forward, Gavin won rugby honours caps in 
1957, 1958 and 1959. He played for Dale in 1955, 1956, 
1957, 1958 and 1959, winning First XV caps in 82 
games, 77 of them consecutive. 

KEITH MACKIE has finally retired in Helderberg vil-
lage, Somerset West, Cape, with his wife Helen after a 
career in business and municipal affairs. Keith says: “A 
major motor accident in 1956 has followed me all my 
life, but the last few years have seemed better.” 

Keith’s mother was a sister of Donald Ballentyne, a 
citrus farmer who played wing in the unbeaten 1938 Dale 
rugby team.  After a spell in the Ballentyne family busi-
ness in Alice, Keith helped to found the Spar Group, one 

of the first supermarkets in the Eastern Cape. He was mayor of 
Alice for five years. (“It was easy to be a large fish in a small 
pond.”)  

The family moved in 1981 to East London, where Keith be-
came a city councillor and deputy mayor. He was one of  three 
founder members and later president of Nomad Bowls SA. 
    He and Helen, with their son Andrew, were involved in 
Wimpy businesses in East London before selling up and retir-
ing to Somerset West. 

“Retired,” they opened a Mug and Bean restaurant in Stellen-
bosch but sold it in 2007.  “We are now on the dole but are 
very happy,” says Keith. He still plays bowls in his village.   
* At Dale, Keith was the cox in the Dale rowing crew. Dave 
Sephton-Poultney, chairman of the Johannesburg Old Dalian 
Union, recalls Keith’s kindness to him at Presby when he was 
a nine-year-old newpot in 1958. 
Dr COLIN SPARG, who lives in Cape Town, graduated at 

Rhodes and was a school teacher for four years.  He then stud-
ied medicine at UCT on an Anglo American scholarship.  He 
spent seven years in general practice before returning to Cape 
Town where he has been an anaesthetist for 25 years. 
Colin played  tennis for Border, EP, Free State, Western Prov-

ince and combined SA Universities, and squash for Border,  
Free State and WP.  
He says he is “one of the Ciskei Spargs. My ancestors came to 

South Africa in 1859.” Tom Higgs, ex-Dale teacher and rugby 
coach, later headmaster of Queen’s, was master of ceremonies 
at Colin’s wedding. His wife Pixie of the Pope family was a 
Western Province hockey player and a   Springbok trialist.  She 
is now a marathon runner and has completed 12 Two Oceans 
events.                                                                        
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THE oldest Old Dalian at this year’s 
Reunion was 88-year-old Butler van der 
Vyver, who matriculated in 1937.  
He has been to nearly 40 Reunions, 

missing only a few through illness since 
the War Memorial was moved to the 
Hallowed Courtyard in the New Dale in 
1960. 
Dale’s “grand old soldier” was as usual 

noticeable at the Memorial Service with 
an impressive row of medals on his 
chest. 
His erect military bearing still belies 

his years. Butler still leads a busy life 
with his wife Marjorie, now 82, at their 
home in Gonubie. Their daughter-in-
law, Barbara van der Vyver, says: “He 

  
KEN STONESTREET and his wife Melodene live in 
retirement in Welkom, Free State. After leaving Dale, 
Ken spent a year as an American Field Service student 
in Wisconsin, USA, then joined the Anglo American 
Corporation (AngloGold), where he spent 40 years 
working on the Free State Goldfields. He ended up in a 
senior management position and retired in 2001. 

He married Melodene, a physiotherapist, in 1973. 
They have two married children, Kerry of Johannes-
burg and Mark of Leicester, England. Both are married. 
Ken says: “I have always retained an avid interest in 
sport, but having given up golf (not that I was any good 
at it), I still swim 1.5 kilometres a day to keep fit.” 

A lay minister for more than 30 years, Ken is very 
involved with the Anglican Church. He and Melodene 
are enthusiastic Rotarians. He served as district gover-
nor in 2003-2004 and is now chairman of the Gover-
nors’ Council of Southern and East Africa. 

OWEN BAHLMANN is “semi-retired” after farm-
ing for many years in the Kei Road area.  He lives at 
Gonubie with his wife, who as Estelle Wrede, taught 
for six years at Dale Junior. Two of their three sons, 
Brett and Mark, each run farms and abattoirs and Owen 
drives up about twice a week to help them. “We’re 
businessmen-farmers," says Owen.  

“I’m only there to blow the whistle. I’m proud my boys can 
move into my shoes.” Their daughter Mandy and her husband 
Mike Morgan also live in Gonubie.  Mandy was deputy 
headgirl of KHS and headgirl of the school hostel. 

At Dale, Owen played first team rugby in 18 out of 19 
games and won his colours as a flank forward in his final year. 
Mark was a college prefect and captained the First XV. Both 
Brett and Leigh, the eldest son, were college prefects. Leigh, a 
civil engineer in East London, lives at Gonubie with his wife 
Suzanne, a teacher at the local primary school. Both his broth-
ers are married, Brett to Antoinette and Mark to Heather. 

* HILTON CLARK was glad to be invited to join the 1959 
party, although he did not matriculate with them. He lives in 
Benoni with his wife Venett, whom he brought to Reunion.  

Hilton had to leave Dale for financial reasons at the end of 
Std 8 in 1957, but feels that his three years there restructured 
his life. He featured in TransDale Extra when he attended Re-
union in 2006. It was there that he met a fellow “Benoni Boyt-
jie,” Andre Watson, South Africa and international rugby refe-
ree, who was the guest speaker at the Reunion breakfast. 

Of the 1959ers who attended Reunion this year he remem-
bered Ken Stonestreet, Gavin Busse, Keith Mackie and James 
Duvenage, who were with him at Dale. Like others, he was 
disappointed at the limited class turn-out.  

“I hope that the 150th Reunion will be a wonderful suc-
cess,” he says.  

���	/���,���:� 	/�������,��;���,���			

is blessed with amazing health and vital-
ity.” 
During the Second World War, Butler 

was captured at Tobruk, North Africa 
and spent 18 months in Italian prisoner-
of-war camps and a military hospital.  
But 18 years after the war he “joined 

up” again for another 38 years with the 
Amatola Commando unit. 
In 2000, he retired after 43 years’ ser-

vice. 22 of them as regimental sergeant 
major. He helped to train the Dale Cadets 
for 20 years.  

# TransDale Extra is produced for the Joburg Old Dalian Union by editor Joe Sutton (sutton27@worldonline.co.za) and his 
assistant, Frances Sutton, with technical aid from Viv Brown of Sirius Electronic Systems c.c. (sirius@binary.co.za). 
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VIC RADLOFF of East London was one of the few members of the matric Class of 1984 to attend  Reunion this year – 25 years 
after leaving Dale. Others who registered were Guy Mourant of Port Elizabeth and Mark Sandow of Kidds Beach. Vic said the 
group thoroughly enjoyed the occasion, which he felt showed that “the Old Dalian spirit remains strong and bodes well for the 
future, particularly 2011.”  

Vic is determined to round up more classmates to return for Dale’s 150th celebrations.  He expects an excellent turn-out. At 
the Dale-Selborne rugby derby in East London he “overheard many Selborne parents commenting on the Dalians’ good man-
ners, an obsolete commodity in today’s society. Well done boys.” 1989 matriculants who attended included Stuart Thompson 
from Dubai,  Dale Ladner, Rory Kieck, Chris Riego de Dios, Niels Inderbiethen and Glen Mann.  

From Page 14 
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PER ARDUA Awards for loyal and devoted service to 
Dale were presented to four long-time supporters of the 
college at the Reunion Assembly. They were Brian 
Stanley and PJ Mauer of First National Bank, Rose Smit, 
deputy headmistress of KHS and the wife of Old Dalian 
past-president Dr Paul Smit, and Quentin Hogge, a senior  
teacher at the college. 

Brian, an Old Selbornian, is relationship manager of 
FNB’s King William’s Town branch. He and his col-
league were honoured for their support through his 
bank’s years-long sponsorship of Dale and its rugby. 

A cheque for R30 000 was presented to Dale headmas-
ter Mike Eddy before the First XV match between Dale 
and Queen’s College. The money will be used to buy 
memorabilia for the college’s 150th anniversary celebra-
tions in 2011. Peter John Mauer, known widely as PJ, has 
been Brian’s external sales consultant for ten years. He is 
now in charge of all Classic Clashes in the Eastern Cape. 

Rose Smit, a former teacher at Dale Junior and later 
headmistress of Central Primary before moving to KHS  
last year, has been involved in education in King Wil-
liam’s Town and closely associated with Dale for many 
years. The Smits have a son, Simeon, at Dale Junior. 

Rose will be at her husband’s side when he takes over 
the reins as national president of the Old Dalian Union 
for the third time in 2011. He has already served two 
presidential terms in 2003-04 and 1998-99. 

Quentin Hogge has been on the Dale teaching staff 
since 1997. He is a member of the school’s senior man-
agement team and head of English. Described as a  
“diverse thinker,” he is in charge of Grade 8 classes and 
re-launched golf at the college. 

Addressing a Reunion recep-
tion at Dale Junior, Brian 
Stanley said his branch had 
been associated with the col-
lege for many years..  

Dale was the first school to 
host an FNB Classic Clashes  
match in 2001 before this was 
taken up nationally by the bank.  

The branch brought former 
Springbok captain Francois 
Pienaar to Dale  twice in 2003.  

He spoke at the Reunion 
breakfast and commented at the 

first Classic Clash between 
Dale and Queen’s  broadcast 
on TV. That September he 
addressed the college assem-
bly and  Grade 7 Dale Junior 
boys.  

 This  year the bank  intro-
duced netball to its Classic 
Clashes  series in a match on 
Reunion Saturday between  
(KHS) and Queenstown 
Girls’ High School.  

To view visit the website  
www.FNBClassicClashes.co.za 
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DALE’S headmaster, rugby captain 
and assistant coach were inter-
viewed on TV before and after 
FNB’s Classic Clashes broadcast of 
Dale’s Reunion match against 
Queen’s College. 
 * Asked what defined Dale College, 
headmaster MIKE EDDY replied: 
“Dale represents the Eastern Cape 
and the make-up of the Eastern 
Cape more than any other school. 

 “We have boys from a number of 
areas and are really proud they 
have integrated into the school, with 
new traditions added to old tradi-
tions.” 

“We are definitely a sports school, 
rugby in particular, but we are 
proud of other cultural activities – 
our boys go to eisteddfods. E.g. at 
Rhodes University.” 

DALE rugby captain and eighth-
man LUBABALO MTEMBU 
(before the game): “Dale is known 
for grooming great talent and I’m 
really proud to be part of this 
school.”  

DALE assistant coach GAVIN 
JONES (before the game): “We’ve 
got a fantastic team, full of rugby. 
Hopefully, if the rain stays away, it’s 
going to be a joy to watch.  

We’re going to throw the ball 
around and it’s going to be a fantas-
tic game for the fans and the play-
ers. (Unfortunately the rain  poured 
down in the final minutes and a pen-
alty cost Dale the game.)  

NICK EYRE, former Dale first 
team scrumhalf and provincial 
player’s comments on the Reunion 
in general are reported elsewhere. 
(See Page 12)  

QUEEN’S captain GRANT 
HARTLEY (on that final penalty 
kick): “I looked at him (Athi 
Gxotiwe) and knew he would get it. 
All the Queenians closed their eyes 
and looked for the best. He fought it  

through and did us proud.” 
DALE captain LUBABALO 

MTEMBU (after the game): “We 
did well but Queen’s were the better 
team once again. We tried to main-
tain our game in the second half but, 
unfortunately it didn’t go our way.” 

Asked if Dale had taken their foot 
off the accelerator, Mtembu replied. 
“Yes, I think we did. We were re-
laxed.” 

KHS GIRLS (asked why they are 
at the rugby):  “We come to watch 
our spouses.”  

“Because they are hot guys.” 
THE COMMENTATORS: “Dale 

has produced some great talent:  
Greg Somerville (from New Zea-
land), Gcobani Bobo, Keegan Daniel 
and Makhaya Ntini.” 

On the weather: “At times it’s 
been hot, at times it’s been cold. To-
day is going to be unbelievable.”  
(It was:  A thunderstorm broke in the 
final minutes of the game. ) 
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THE ASHES of John Trevor Geddes Page, a former 
director of the Natal Parks Board, have been 
brought home to King William’s Town, where he 
grew up and was educated at Dale College. His 
remains have been laid to rest in a family grave in 
the local cemetery. 

John was the son of Colonel John Geddes Page, 
who won his wings in the Royal Flying Corps in the 
First World War and commanded the Kaffrarian 
Rifles in the Secord World War.  

Colonel Geddes Page chaired the Dale College 
Committee, now the Governing Body, for nine 
years and was national president of the Old Dalian 
Union in 1950. He died in 1958. 

John Trevor Geddes Page matriculated at Dale in 
1940 at age 16. After serving in North Africa and 
Italy with the Sixth South Africa Infantry Division 
he returned to South Africa and began a career in 
nature conservation.  

He served the Natal Parks Board with distinction 
for 34 years, including 25 years as director. 

His sister, Pat Hebbard of Weltevreden Park, 
north-west of Johannesburg, told TransDale the 
poignant story how her brother’s ashes were 
brought home to King, where their father had 
run the Pirie Trout Hatchery. 
    Their mother, Kathleen Patricia Geddes 
Page, whom he met during the First World 
War, was also known as Pat. She was a former 
town councillor and mayor of King. 

“John and I were born and bred in King. We 
had a free, safe and happy childhood, wander-
ing the veld around the town and the mountains 
and forest around the Maden Dam at Pirie. 
Several families had thatched fishermen’s huts 
where we spent most weekends and school 
holidays. So John’s love of nature began. 

“After the war John never lived in King Wil-
liam’s Town but he remained loyal to his town, 
his school and the areas surrounding them. It 
was his repeated wish for his ashes to be re-
turned to King, to be buried in the Page plot in 
the King William’s Town Cemetery. 

 “After a life-time working in nature conser-
vation John and his wife Mona retired to 
Pietermaritzburg, where John died last Septem-
ber. But Mona was so traumatised by his death 
that she felt unable to carry out his wish. 

“My two daughters, Lynlee Prozesky and Jill 
Kinahan, adored their uncle and Lynlee’s hus-
band Kevin became a soulmate, almost a surro-
gate son. So it was fitting that Mona turned to 
him for help in burying John’s ashes in King.” 

Jill flew to East London with the ashes. The 
King Municipality arranged for the interment. David Coetzee,   a monu-
mental mason in East London, who made a plaque to cover the ashes, 
attended the service. This was conducted by Father Charlie Lagan of 
Holy Trinity Church, where most of the Page family were baptised. 

“On a lovely, sunny King day, we carried out John’s wishes and all felt 
warm, fulfilled and uplifted. We gave back his ashes to the earth that he 
had faithfully nurtured and we were all at peace,” said Pat.  
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DOUGLAS Netherleigh “Leigh” Warren,  died 
in  Fish Hoek, Cape, in March, aged 91.  
    Affectionately known as “Boss Leigh” he served 
on the board of the Border Cricket Union for many 
years as well as on the South African Cricket Union 
(SACU) during the 1970s and 1980s. 

Leigh was an honorary life vice-president of the 
Border Cricket Board (BCB). He  managed the Bor-
der cricket team in the early 1960s and was consid-
ered to be one of the best they ever appointed. 

He was  always  aware of the players’ idiosyncra-
sies and his first thought was always for them. He 
was a great lover of cricket and always wanted to see 
it played in the true spirit of sportsmanship. 

Leigh was educated at Dale College and during the 
Second World War served with the South African 
Air Force at Roberts Heights (later Voortrekker-
hoogte.)  

He was a much revered and loyal member of Cam-
bridge Cricket Club in East London for almost 60 
years. During his working life he was a dairy farmer 
at Igoda, near East London, and for well over 50 
years never missed a home match involving the Bor-
der cricket team. 

Leigh moved from the Eastern Cape to the 
Simon’s Town area, near Cape Town, in the mid-
1990s. He died at the Carlisle Lodge in Fish Hoek 
and is survived by his son, Brian, a professor of sur-
gery at Stellenbosch University, daughter Jean, six 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

Former BCB president Robbie Muzzell said, “All 
cricketers had the highest respect for Leigh. He vir-
tually single-handedly kept Border cricket going 
with his passion for the game and had been a 
staunch supporter for the smaller provinces during 
his tenure on the board of the SACU, and fought for 
their recognition at all times. He was a humble and 
lovely person.”                       - ROBIN  ISHERWOOD 
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